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VOTING IN A TIME 
OF VIRUS, UNREST 
Voters navigated 
curfews, health 
concerns and mail-in 
ballots during 
Tuesday’s elections. 
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Law enforcement officers deploy tear gas on Main Street near the Country Club Plaza on Monday to disperse demonstrators who continued 
to protest the death of George Floyd while in the custody of Minneapolis police. 


Most arrested at 
Plaza protest listed 
as area residents 


BY LUKE NOZICKA 
Inozicka@kestar.com 


Minutes before police de- 
ployed tear gas on protesters 
Saturday, a Kansas City police 
spokesman said “these folks” 
breaking the law on the Country 
Club Plaza were not from Kan- 
sas City. 

“We want to reach out to the 
folks that do live in Kansas City, 
Missouri, to say today in Kansas 
City, Missouri, we’re all first 
responders,” Capt. David Jack- 
son told reporters. “We do not 


want people to come in here and 
break our laws, and we are get- 
ting to the point where we have 
a bunch of people breaking the 
law right now.” 

But of the 151 people arrested 
from Friday to Sunday, just 12 — 
about 8% — were from more 
than an hour drive away, police 
later said. 

Of those arrested over the 
weekend, at least 50 listed their 
addresses in Kansas City, ac- 
cording to partial data obtained 
Tuesday by The Star. Others 
came from nearby parts of the 
region: Overland Park, Olathe, 


© one 


The Star's coverage of protests Sunday 
went to print while events were ongoing. 
Check Kansascity.com for the latest news. 


Mission, Leawood, Belton, Lee’s 
Summit, Independence and 
Lawrence. 

One Dover, Missouri, resident 
was arrested. Two were from St. 
Louis. Two other men, 46 and 
20, were from Omaha. 

“That pretty much kills the 
theory of outside agitators, does 


SEE PROTESTERS, 3A 


Kansas City 
protesters 
seek police 
reforms, 
body cams 


BY GLENN E. RICE 
grice@kcstar.com 


For the past four nights 
large multiracial crowds have 
converged on the J.C. Nichols 
Memorial Fountain on the 
Country Club Plaza to voice 
their anger and outrage about 
the video-recorded death of a 
black man by a Minneapolis 
police officer. 

While images of protesters 
clashing with police and 
demonstrators throwing 
frozen water bottles and 
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Kansas 
looks to 
Supreme 
Court on 
voting law 
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TOPEKA 

Kansas will ask the U.S. 
Supreme Court to rule ona 
state law championed by 
former secretary of state Kris 
Kobach — struck down by 
lower courts— that requires 
residents to prove their citi- 
zenship when registering to 
vote. 

The request, announced 
Tuesday morning by Kansas 
Attorney General Derek 
Schmidt, sets up a potentially 
historic showdown over vot- 
ing rights if the court takes 
the case, with the justices 
possibly deciding how far 
states can go in imposing 
requirements on would-be 
voters. 

The case could hang over 
an election season in which 
the pandemic has elevated 
concerns over voting rights. 
In Kansas, it would draw 
fresh attention to Kobach’s 
attempts to defend the law 
—and accompanying 
courtroom losses —as he runs 
in the Republican race for 
U.S. Senate. 

Supreme Court review 
would mark the culmination 
of a years-long legal battle 
over the law, which the Kan- 
sas Legislature passed in 
2011 at Kobach’s urging. 
Kobach, then the secretary of 
state, went on to personally 
defend the law during a fed- 
eral civil trial in 2018 before 
Schmidt took over the case. 

The law required prospec- 
tive voters to provide a birth 


SEE VOTING LAW, 2A 


Missouri high court sides with 
Chiefs, excuses $1 million tax bill 


BY MIKE HENDRICKS 
mhendricks@kcstar.com 


The Kansas City Chiefs 
scored big Tuesday when the 
Missouri Supreme Court re- 
versed a state hearing panel’s 


decision that would have sad- 
dled the team with $1 million in 
back taxes in connection with 
the renovation of Arrowhead 
Stadium a decade ago. 

The high court said the state’s 
Administrative Hearing 
Commission erred when it ruled 


last year that the team should 
have paid sales taxes on a num- 
ber of items bought during the 
$375 million upgrade completed 
in 2010. 

Taxpayers paid $275 million 
of the total for things like ex- 
panded concourses and replac- 


ing basic stadium infrastructure. 
The Chiefs kicked in the rest. 

The Chiefs contended that 
nearly all of the purchases the 
team funded were exempt from 
sales taxes because that money 
went into a common construc- 
tion fund controlled by the Jack- 
son County Sports Complex 
Authority. 

The Missouri Development 
Finance Board had granted a 
special tax credit for the project, 
the Chiefs argued, so no sales 
and use taxes were owed on 


purchases from the fund. Plus, 
everything bought for the stadi- 
um project belonged to the 
county, not the team, right 
down to coach Andy Reid’s 
desk. 

County government and the 
sports complex authority agreed 
with the Chiefs on all that. But 
the Missouri Department of 
Revenue thought otherwise, 
which set off the six-year legal 
battle that came to an end with 
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